










What barriers do people face?
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New Activity

Received > 200 
responses so far 



Stakeholder Focus Groups

Scheduling for late summer/early fall

Ideas so far: 

• Maintenance (bike/ped facilities)

• Signage/wayfinding 

• Northwest Highway Corridor

• Dempster Pace Pulse (bike/ped + transit integration)

• Local/regional bike clubs 
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Priority 

Corridors



Vision

The priority corridors connect all of the NWMC member communities

and provide a safe, comfortable means for people of all ages and

abilities to connect to transit, jobs, schools, open space, and major

destinations throughout the region. 
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New rating criteria (population)
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800,000
People

live within a ½ mile of 
the priority corridors



New rating criteria (jobs)

13

450,000
Jobs

within a ½ mile of the 
priority corridors



New rating criteria (level of traffic tress)
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75%

of streets in the region 
(where data was available) are 

very stressful for 
people biking



Corridor updates

• Focusing on corridors furthest from completion 
(Elgin-O’Hare, Golf, Willow, Dundee)

• Lower-stress/more feasible alternatives 

• Share with stakeholders for input

15



Sidewalk survey +

gap prioritization



Sidewalk survey

Surveyed all collectors/arterials within NWMC communities

+ All roads within ½ mile of:

• CTA rail station

• Metra station

• High priority bus stops (stops in top 5% of daily boardings and Pulse routes)
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Sidewalk survey
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>2,200
Centerline miles

62% complete sidewalks on both sides

21% partially complete (only on one side or intermittent gaps)

17% missing on both sides 
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Gap prioritization
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Criteria Weighting

Proximity to schools 2x

Proximity to transit 2x

Within mixed use/commercial area 1x

Within job center 1x

Street classification 1x

Tier 1 (short-term)

Tier 2 (mid-term)

Tier 3 (long-term)



Gap prioritization (missing on both sides)
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Tier 1

93.4 miles

25%

Tier 2

172.3 miles

46%

Tier 3

108.4 miles

29%
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Access 

to transit



Access to transit 

Identify high priority 
transit stops:

• Metra rail

• CTA rail

• CTA + Pace with highest 
ridership (top 5%)
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Walkshed (.5 miles) Bikeshed (1.5 miles)

Population Population

Land Use Land Use

Sidewalk gaps Bike facilities 

Block length Block length

Level of traffic stress at 

intersections

Level of traffic stress on streets 

+ at intersections

Serious injury/fatality crashes Serious injury/fatality crashes



Crashes
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72 people walking were killed or 

seriously injured in traffic crashes 

within a ½ mile of a priority transit stop 
(IDOT: 2013-2016)

219 people biking were killed 

or seriously injured in traffic crashes 

within 1.5 miles of a priority transit 

stop (IDOT: 2013-2016)



Block length

Walkable block length:
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Average block length surrounding 
priority transit stations: 

1 - 3 minute walk 5 minute walk

200 - 600 feet 1,000 feet



Key issues

• Mid-block crossings

• Intersection treatments 

• Wayfinding 

• Sidewalk gaps

• Lack of connected bike network 

• Land Use 
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Group breakout

1. Potential solutions to address issue

2. Roadblocks to implementing solutions
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Next 

steps
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Engagement Roadmap
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