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Evanston - Church Street Improvement Project  

Dates to Remember  

November 7 Metra Budget and Strategic Plan Public Hearing (North Cook County) - 4:00 p.m. ς 7:00 p.m. 
Arlington Heights Village Hall (33 S. Arlington Heights Road) 

November 8 Metra Budget and Strategic Plan Public Hearing (Lake County) - 4:00 p.m. ς 7:00 p.m. 
Grayslake Village Hall (10 South Seymour Avenue) 

November 14 Barrington Grade Crossing MeetingτUS 14 at CN Railroadτ4:00 p.m.τ7:00 p.m. 
Prairie Campus Middle School, 40 East Dundee Road, Barrington 

November 20 NWMC Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee Meeting - 10:30 a.m.  
NWMC Offices 

November 29 NWMC Transportation Committee Meeting - 9:00  a.m.  
NWMC Offices 

November 30 Northwest Council of Mayors Technical Committee Meetingτ8:30 a.m.  
Arlington Heights Village Hall (33 S. Arlington Heights Road) 

The City of Evanston is completing work 
on series of improvements on Church 
Street from Dodge Avenue to Chicago 
Avenue which includes a resurfacing of 
the road, streetscaping and sidewalk 
improvements and a protected bike 
lane.  The bike lane was the subject of 
an NWMC Bicycle and Pedestrian Com-
mittee meeting held in Evanston on 
October 16 (see article on page 3).  

The protected bike lane is the first of its 
kind in the Chicago suburbs.  It beings 
just east of Evanston Township High 
School at Dodge Street and currently 
terminates at Chicago Avenue in down-
town Evanston.  The farthest west por-
tion is a marked sidepath which is on the 
sidewalk.  The protected bike lane then 
begins about a half block later, just west 
of Mason Park.   

The protected bike lane provides a 
painted buffer zone between the bike 
lane and vehicular traffic, with some 
sections featuring bollards in the pave-
ment which provide for a more defined 
separation.  It is one way eastbound for 
most of its one mile long length except 
for the far western segment west of 
Mason Park.   

A complementary westbound protected 
bike lane will be built on Davis Street in 
2013.  The Davis Street bike lane will 
end at Mason Park, where the bike path 
will go north through the park to the 
two-way section on Church.   

The City of Evanston has plans to extend 
the bike path west through Evanston 
Township High School property then 

back along Church to the North Shore 
Channel Trail at McCormick Boulevard.   
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This protected bike lane is part of the 
b²a/Ωǎ 9ǾŀƴǎǘƻƴτElgin Bikeway, a 
series of bicycle facilities which will ulti-
mately allow bicyclists to ride safely 
from the Fox River Trail to Lake Michi-
gan.   

In the downtown area, the bike lane is 
positioned to the right of parked cars.  
This design was used to reduce the pos-
sibility of cyclists being hit by an opening 
door or swerving to avoid the door and 
riding into traffic.  Special signage .will 
alert cyclists and drivers about the traf-
fic arraignment.  The whole corridor will 
be painted green to add to its visibility.   

Evanston staff worked with residents, 
elected officials and other stakeholders 
to ensure the project and met the com-
ƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  CǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
extending the bike path the final five 
blocks to the lakefront.   

The streetscape work downtown in-
cluded new lighting for vehicle and pe-
destrians, replacing brick pavers with 
concrete sidewalk and new landscaping 
featuring rain gardens.  A new bike shel-

(Continued from page 1) 

ter will also be installed on Church 
Street. 

The project was funded with Tax Incre-
ment Financing and Capital Improve-
ment Funds.   

Municipal Spotlight  

If your municipality is undertaking a 
transportation plan or project of note, 
please contact NWMC staff to be fea-
tured in an upcoming edition of the 
NWMC Transportation Newsletter. 

Sat Nagar of the City of Evanston explains the project to the NWMC Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Committee 

Members of the NWMC Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee rode the corridor 
from Mason Park to Chicago Avenue in downtown Evanston 


